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B The Origin of the

Bl Narragansett Pacer

DriwﬁancharliahWakeﬁcld,
south on Route 108 toward Narragansett
Pier, and just after passing the Burger
| Chief, look to the right where a large
e itage stands today on the shores of

Iver Lake. This isalmost the exact sitc of

‘and extended to

jon on this site

\ﬂnrr agansett
County

greatest achievement was the breeding of
that famoushorse, the Narragansett Pacer
Just how the breed originated is not a
matter of record and how they so com-
pletely disappeared has never really been
known. It is said that Governor Robinson
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How thrilling and

picturesque it must have
been, riding by on your
own Narragansett Pacer
on a sunny summer
afternoon, to see perhaps
a hundred or more of
them quietly grazing on
the green meadows
near Silver Lake, soon to
be sold and shipped to
the Southern Isles.

imported the progenitor of the Narragansett i
Pacer from Andalusia, Spain early in the
1700’s

In the first place he was not a beautiful
horse, by today’s standards or those of the
late 1700’s. He wasasmall horse, scarcely
fourteen hands (56 inches) highand would 3
be classified as a pony today. But his gait §
was so comfortably suited to the saddle
that they had no superior in cross country
traveling

There is little doubt it was of Arabian
stock and soon colts were bred which. at
the time, had no equal in the world for
speed, endurance and easy gait. Described
by a well known Rhode Island horseman,
Mr. Benjamin L. Cook of Providence

“They were a breed horse bred and
rased in the Narragansett County of Rhode
Island, the finest little saddle horse that
have ever been known. Because of their
unusual and ambling gait, and because of
their tremendous stamina and sure-
footedness, they were said to be able to







